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APPENDIX

The Arya Samaj and the International
Aryan League

THE ARYA SAMA]J

“Arya Samaj”’ is a Sanskrta compound of two
words ‘arya’ and ‘samaje’. ‘Arya’ means a righteous
man, high-souled, a man possessed of noble quali-
tics. In common parlance ‘arya’ is a rough syno-
nym of ‘gentlcman’. In ancient Sanskrtaliterature
‘urya’ was the most honourable term with which
you could accost another person. Samdja means a
socicty or organisation. Thus ‘Arya Samaj mecans
a society of persons who mean to be good and to
make others good.

So much about the etymology of the word.
Technically speaking, the Arya Samaj is an organi-
sation founded in 1875 by Swami Dayanand with
the following ten principles :(—

1. Of all true knowledge and whatever is
known from knowledge, the Primary Cause is God.
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2. God is an embodiment of truth, intelli-
gence and bliss, and one without form, all-powerful,
just, kind, unborn, infinite, unchangeable, begin-
ningless, incomparable, support of all, lord of all,
all-pervading, omniscient, undeteriorable, immor-
tal, fearless, eternal, holy and the Creater of the
Universe. He aleone is worthy of worship.

3. The Vedas are the books of all truc know-
ledge. It is the paramount duty of all Aryas
to read them, to teach them, to heur them and to
preach them.

4. We should be ever ready to accept truth
and renounce untruth.

5. Evcrything should be done according to
Dharma, that is, after considering what is truth
and what is untruth.

6. The chief ohject of the Arya Samaj is to
do good to the werld, i.c., 10 make physical,spiritual
and social improvement.

7. We should treat all with love, and justice
according to their deserts.

8. We should dispel ignorance and diffuse
knowledge.



(i)
9. Nobody should remain contented with

his personal progress. One should count the pro-
gress of all as one’s own.

10. Every one should consider oneself as
bound in obeying social and all-benefiting rules
but every one is free in matters pertaining to indi-
vidual well-being.

The first two principles indicate that the Arya
Samaj 1s [irst a reltgious movement, secondly, a
theistic movement and thirdly a monotheistic move-
ment.

The third principle shows that the Vedas are
its religious scriptures, that is, it has doctrinal
connection with the old scriptures of the Aryas’
Principles 4 and 5 cmphasize not only a regard for
truth but a regard for the search for truth. They
enjoin the members to remain seekers after truth
for their whole life, and whenever they find that
they were hitherto entertaining untruth, they should
be ready to discard it. Itis a questicn of mental
attitude.

This makes the organisation rationalistic.
How can a religious move ent believing 1 some
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revelation, be consistently rational is a question
which we can not deal with here. Suffice to say
that an Arya Samajist should not do anything
that is irrational. The remaining five principles
deal, directly or indirectly, with the duties which
a man owes to other beings in this world. Religion
for an Arya Samajist is not an exclusively individual
affair. Nothing is isolated in the world, cven the
world itself’ is not isolated. We are a part of a
greater whole and our place in this whole has to
be determind and constantly kept in view in the
performance of our religious duties. Religion, as
referred to in thesc principles is something that
establishes an adjustment between the whole and the
part without sacrificing or under-rating the one or
theother. Wecannot say that the universe is only
a bundle of selvesand thatthe development of these
separate sclves mcans the development of the whole.
This would be sacrificing the whole at the altar of
the parts. Nor can we say that each part has, as
its function, only the growth of the whole and that
it has nothing individualisticapart from the interests
of the whole. This would mean ignoring the part
for the sake of the whole. The Arya Samajdoes
not subscribe to either of thesc two views. Accord-
ing-to it, the truth lies scmewhere between the two
extremes. Recligion is no doubt the concern of us
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individuals. But we are not isolated beings, arbi-
trarily put together by some cxternal agency. We
arc tied down by natural and inseparable rclations
and our individual well-being is not at all conceiv-

able, much less realisable, except through the well
being of others.



THE SCRIPTURLES OF THE ARYA SAMA]

The most sacred scriptures of the Arya Samaj

are the four Vedas, Rig Veda, Yajur Veda, Sama
Veda and Atharva Veda.

Swami Dayanand the founder of the Arya
Samaj has written scveral books to elucidate the
tenets of the Vedic Religion of which the most
noteworthy arc the following :—

(a) His commentary on the Rig Veda upto the
62 Hymn of the Mandala VII, the
remaining being left unf(inished.

(6) His commentary on the Yajur Veda.

(¢) The Intruduction to the commentary to the
Rig Veda clc., which is a fairly big book,
discussing the principles of interpreting
the Vcedas.

(d) The Satyarthaprakasha (Light of Truth),
his magnum opus discussing] almost all
points of religion.

(¢) Sanskaravidhi, a book of rituals.

(f) Gokarunanidhi, denouncing slaughter of
cows and other animals and cmphasising
the importance of non-violence.



THE WORK OF THE ARYA SAMA]

The Arya Samaj does not believe in isolated
abstract spirituality. Its duty to God includes
its duty to mankind—nay to all living beings.
Fver since its inception it began o take a living
interest tn the affairs of the socicty. Before the
advent of the Arya Samaj, the prevailing idea
among the Hindus was that the crucial test of a
man’s piely is his indifference to the problems of
the world.

But the Arya Samajist believes that the best
way of loving his Crcator is to begin with the
love for His creation. This strong conviction you
will find pervading through all the aciivities of the
Arya Samaj. We give here a very bricef account.

(1) SOCIAL SERVICE

The social service of the Arya Samaj began
with the abolition of evil customs. Customs are
national habits and they are the strongest fetters to
break. A family will gladly court poverty or under-
go serlous troubles, but it would not dare to abolish
a long-standing custom. If any body does so, he
must be ready to face communal censure.



( wvii )

(@) The first evil customs which attracted the
attention of early Arya Samajists were in connec-
tion with marriage, the principal ones being firc-
works and dance by prostitutes and carly marriage.
Now those evils are all gone.

(b) Dowry is another evil. The bridegroom
demands a fixed sum from the bridc’s father at the
time of marriage. In certain communities this
evil is very horrible. To have a daughter in the
family is to constantly burnin the fire of hell. The
Arya Samaj has been trying its best to uproot this
evil and much has been done, though not enough.

(¢) The next item is Social Reconstruction.
The Hindu society is split up into totally uncon-
nected castes—a congeries of independent and in-
dependable units whose onc work was to emphasize
their importance and to look down upon others.
The fourfold organic division of the society into
Brahmanas, Ksattriyas, Vaisyas and Shudras cor-
responding to the fourfold division of the human
body into the Head, the Arms, the Thighs and the
Feet, which was once the strongest point of the
Vedic sociology and which made the Aryan Society
so strong in the past, was totally forgotten and its
place was taken by the abominable caste system
which was no system at all. A system means that
in which the parts and the whole are so organised
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that they areinterconnected and the growth of one
15 conducive to the growth of others. If such a
thing does not exist, then we cannot call it a system.
A collection of a goat’s limbs on a butcher’s shop
1s no wpstem, though all the parts of the body are
therc. Tt was a system when the goal was alive
and when the healthy growth of the mouth or the
stomach meant the healthy growth of other limbs
and the whole body. The old Aryan Society had a
varna-system when the Brahmana, the Kshattriya,
the Vaisya and the Shudra were the inter-linked
and inter-dependent parts of the Aryan society and
when cach regarded the well-being of the wholc as
the well-being of itself. Swami Dayanand found
that the prevailing caste-system of the Hindus was
a degenerated and mutilated successor of once the
purc wvarna  system. Swami Dayanand said,
““This should go. If onec 1s not a Brahmana by
fitness, one should be made to lose one’s prestige
and respect and seck one’s level.” Swami Daya
Nand quoted for his support from the Vedas
and other scripturcs. He did not sav that wvarnas
arc uscless; every society required some classfica-
tion and the varna classification is the best. But
this should not be based upon birth. The son of a
Brahman can be a Kshattriya, or Vaishya or even
Shudra. And a Shudra’s son may be a Brahmana.
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The Arya Samaj was the first to strike at the
root of untouchability and it is trying hard to
uproot the cvil.

(d) Foreign Travcls

Orthodox Hinduism looked upon the crossing
of Sea asasin Who ever left Indian shores was
supposed to be a renegade and outcaste. How
these restrictions originated it is difficult to trace,
for in ancicnt times we find Aryans very enterpris-
ing and travel-loving  Swami Dayanand saw the
folly of the superstition. Now Arya Samajic
missionaries go to Arabia, Baghdad, Africa,
America and FEuorpe to preach their religion
without any hitch.

(¢) Emancipation of Women

The Hindu society in which Swami Dayonand
began to work was vcry unjust towards its woman-
hood. I should not say that it was the mos{ un-
just. That would be wrong. Western critics of
our civilization have often been too cruel In
estimating our merits and demerits and often
political motives have bcen their guide. Still
the position of the woman in the Hindu Society
is not what it was In the Vedic times. The
Vedas allowed the woman a full partnership.
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She was the equal half of her husband (z=ifgdT).
In theory even the Hindu society admitted it.
But in practice there were many disabilities.
For instance : (1) Women were not taught. (2)
(2) They were not taught the Vedas. They were
supposed too low for sacred studies. (3) A man
could marry several wives at the same time. (4)
A widower could marry any number of times, but
even a child widow had to keep enforced widow-
hood. Swami Dayanand discussed this question
fully in his works. He has quoted the Vedas and
other scriptures to prove that woman has as much
right to rcad the Vedas as man. She wears sacred
thread, reads the sacred books and has a frec choice
in marriage. A widow’s right of remarriage is the
same as a widower’s. Polygamy is as bad as
polyandry. Purdah is a cruelty.

The Arya Samaj had to fight much when it
began the work of female education. The first
indigenous girls’ schools were those of the Arya
Samaj and even now their number is not insigni-
ficant. There 1s hardly any Arya Samaj to which
a girls’ school is not attached. The Arya Samajists
were the ploneers of female education and even
now they are maintaining the same position.

What woman suffragettes could not achieve in
the West with all their agitation and storm, the
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Arya Samaj allowed them without any hitch. Any
lady can be a member of the Arya Samaj and vote.
She can represent on higher bodies. Our Prati-
nidhi Sabhas have got important lady-members
on the Working Committee. Here too the honour
of beginning the work goes to the Arya Samaj.

Educational Work

The following figures tell their own tale regard-
ing the wonderful work done by the Arya Samaj
in the educational ficld.

Gurukulas for boys 30
Gurukulas for girls 10
Colleges (D.A.V. College) 15
Primary Schools for boys 192
Middle Schools 151
High Schools 200
Girls’ Primary Schools 700
Girls’ High Schools 10
Night Schools 142
Depressed Class Schools .. 322

The work done by the Arya Samaj in the
edutcaional field has been appreciated by all
eminent public men in India and abroad.
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‘The Arya Samaj’ says Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru,
‘has done very good work in the spread of education
both among boys and girls, in improving the con-
dition of women and raising the status and
standards of the depressed classcs’.

(“The Discovery of India” P.3gg)



THE INTERNATIONAL ARYAN LEAUGE.

The International Aryan League (The Sarva
deshik Sabha) is the central representative body
of all the Arya Samajes abcve go0o in India
Burma, Africa, Baghdad, Mauritius, Fiji Trinidad,
South America etc. Its head office is at Delhi.

The Arya Samaj is a religious church and it has
its own constitution. The ten principles of the
Arya Samaj have already becen given. Besides,
there are bye-laws to run the administration. At
least nine members make a duly constituted Arya
Samaj if the members subscribe to its tenets, as will
asdeclare their willingness to abide by the bye-laws.
Every member must pay one per cent of his income
to the fund of the Arya Samaj of which he is a
member.

The Provincial Representative Assemblies
called the Arya Pratinidhi Sabhas and affiliated
to the International Aryan Leaguc are at in the
following provinccs:-

The Punjab, U.P., Bchar, Bengal, and Assam,
Rajputana, C.P., Sind, Bombay, Burma, East,
Africa, South Africa, Fiji. Mauritius.
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The above provincial bodies along with other
Samajas of the places where a provincial represen-
tative body has not yet been formed, form
a central body named the Arya Sarvadesika
Sabha, Dclhi, known in English as the International
Aryan League . This is the repiesentative body of
all the Samajas of the world. From this
constitution, which has been working well till
now, it will be evident that the Arya Sama]
is neither priest-ridden, nor bureaucratic in  1ts
character.  From top to bottom, it is purely
democratic and even the lowest among the lowest
has his or her voice, directly or through represent-
tion in the administration of the church.

Qur constitution is {ree from mvidious classifi-
catton. Man and woman, high and low,
poor and rich, all are alike in the eye of the

constitution. Itknowsnodistinction. It admits of
no barrier.
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