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“l can understand the claims advanced by other
minorities, but the claim advanced on bebalf of the
‘untouchables” is to me the ankindest cut of all, It means
a perpetual bar cinister.

“I would not sell the vital interests of the ‘untouch-
able” even for the sake of winning the freedom of India.
I claim myself in my own person, to represent the vast
masses of the ‘untouchables’. Here I speak not merely

on behalf of the Congress, but Ispeak on my own behalf,
and I claim that I would get, if there was a refrendum of
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the ‘untouchables’, their vote and I would top the poll.
And I would work from one end of India to the other to
tell the ‘untouchables’ that separate electorates and separate
veservation is not the way to remove the bar Sinister,

“Let the committee and let the whole world know
that today there is a body of Hindu reformers who feel
that this is a shame, not of the ‘untoachables’ but of Ortho-
dox Hinduism, and they are, therefore, pledged to remove
the blot of untouchability, We do not want on our rolls
and on our census’untouchables’ classified as a separate class,
‘Sikhs may remain as such in perpetuity, so may Muslims,
so may Europeans, Would ‘untouchables’ remain untoucha-
bles in perpetuity ? I, would far rather that Hinduism
died than that untouchability lived.

“Therefore, with all my regard for Dr. Ambedkar
and for his desire to see the ‘untouchables’ uplifted, with
all my regard for his ability, [ muast say that here is a great
error under which he has laboured, and perhaps the
‘bitter experiences he bhas undergone have for the moment
-warped his judgment, 1t burts me to have to say this,
'but 1 would be untrue to the cause of the ‘untouchables’
wiich is as dear to me as life itself, if I did not say it.
I will not bargain away their rights for the kingdom of
the whole world. [ am speaking with a due sense of
responsibility when I say it is nota proper claim which
is registered by Dr. Ambedkar, when he seeks to speak
for the whole of the ‘antouchables’ in India  If will create
a diviston in Hinduism whieh I can not possibly look for-
ward to with any satisfaction whatsoever.

“I do not mind the ‘untouchables’ being converted
to Islam or Christianity. I would tolerate that, but I can
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nol possibly tolerate what is in store for Hinduism if there
-are these fwo divisions set up in every village. Those who
speak of political rights of untouchables do not know
India and do not know how Indian Society is today con-
structed, Therefore I want to say with all the empbhasis
that I can command that if 1 was the only perscn to resist
«this thing, [ will resist it with my life.)

{ Quoted from The History of the Congress by
PDr. Pattabhi Sitaramayya p. 97-98 Italics mine )
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“The conference resolves that, benceforth, amongst
Hindus no one shall be regarded as an untouchable by
veason of his birth, and that those who have been so
regarded hitherto will have the same right as other
Hindus in regard to the use of public wells, public schoals,
public roads or all other public institutions. This right
shall have statutory recognition at the first opportunity
and shall be one of the earliest acts of the Swaraj Parlia-
ment, if it shall pot bave received such recognition before
that time,

*It is further agreed that it sball be the duty of all
Hindu leaders to secure, by every legitimate and peacefnl
means, an early removal of all social disabilities now
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imposed by custom upon the so-called untouchable classes,
including the bar in respect of admission to temples.”
( Ibid p, p. 903-904 )
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“Independently of measares for developing the labour
of our own natives we believe your excellency will §nd
occasion to sanction the introduction of a limited number of
coolies, or other labourers from the East, in aid of the new
enterprises on the coast lands, to the success of which
sufficient and reliable labour is absolutely essential; for
the fact cannot be too strongly borne in mind, that on the
success or failure of these rising enterprizes depend the
advancement of the colony or its certain and rapid decline.
Experimental cultivation has- abundantly demonstrated

that the' issue depends solely on a constant supply of
labour” . e
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"*Had it not been for the coolie labour, we should not -
hear of coffee plantations springing up on all lands and of
the prosperity of older ones bemg sustained solely throngh

the agency of East Tndia men*’
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The condition of the colony before the importation of
Indian labour was ome of gloom, it was one that then and
. there threatened to extinguish the vitality of the country,
and it was only by the Government assisting the importa-
tion of labour that the country began at once to revive.
The coast had been turnedinto one of the most prosperuos
parts of the South Africa. They could not find in the
whole of the cape and the Transvaal what couid be found
. on the coast of Natal—10,000 acres of 1and in one plot add
in one crop—and that was entirely due to the importation
-» of Indians.........Durban was absolutely built up by the
“Indian population’.
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(1) Hindu Young Men’s Association.

{(2) Stri Siva Soobramanier and Mariamman Temple.
{3) Thirukoolam ( P. M. Buarg ).

{4) Hindu Tamil Women’s Association.

{5) Tamil Protective Association ( Pentrich ).

{6) Pentrich Tawil Women’s Association,

(7) Tamil Valiba Sunmarka Sungum.
{8) Raisethorpe Tamil Educational Society.
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“ It i{s curious that the the text contains np mention
of the pork which is said to have caused inflamation
the canse of Buddha’s death.

(&) Pali English Dictionary { Pali Text Society Lon-
don ZTTT ABIYA) soft tender boar's flesh. (FHT &I
aw ata) |

(6) Rhys Davids, Dialogues of Buddha :—

Sukker Maddava—see the note in my translation of
Milinda (1890). Vol, L. p. 244. Dr. Hoey informs me that
the peasaotry in these districts are still very fond of a
balbuous root, a sort of Tuffle found in the jungle and
called sakar kand. Mr. K.E. Neumawn in bis translation
of the Majhim (1896) has collected several similar ins-

tances of tuffle-like yoots or. edible plants having such
pnames,
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