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Opirion on the Vaidika Jyotisha Sastra
by

Rajyaratna Jnanajyoti, Dr. B. Bhattacharya,
M. A, Ph D,

Director of Oriental Institute, BARODA.

Pandit Priyaratna Arsa, now known by his
monastic name of Swami Brahmamuni, is an
indefatigable writer of Vedic studies in Hindi.
He has enriched the Hindi literature by price-
less productions which show at once great
originality and extraordinary gift in interpreting
Vedic passages.

One of his latest books is the Vaidika Jyoti-
sa Sastra, a work of great value to Indian
astronomy as well as astrology. So long people
were under the impression that the Vedas were
ignorant of the celestial phenomena of the
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precession of equinoxes and even of the names
of the planets. In this well documented volume
Swami Brahmamuni has unmistakably shown
that the Vedic Rishis were thoroughly conver-
sant with the motion of the equinox, the twelve
divisions of the zodiac, the names of all the
planets, even of the nodes of the Moon, Rahu
& Kethu or Dhumaketu, Ulka, and so forth.

Swami Brahmamuni has criticised the find-
ings of the late Bala Gangadhar Tilak in dating
Rigveda, and has adduced very weighty argum-
ents on the basis of original Vedic passages.
The worthy Swami’s viewpoint deserves to
be studied by all serious students of the Vedas.
The author has earned the gratitude of all
Indian Scholars by his painstaking work.

Sd/ B. Bhattacharya
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